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Hie TIMOTHY i. 12. latter part. * 
poi KNOW WHOM 1 HAVE BELIEVED, 

Ann I am PERSUADED THAT HE 18 ABLE 

10 KEEP THAT wuaicn I. HAVE COMMI T= 


, TED UNTO HIM AGATNET THAT DAY. t 


* 


R 0 M theſe words, of Te great i apoſil; 
Par two Timothy, I was defired” to 
preach on the truly melancholy 0CEa- 
Kot of the death of 'our worthy friend anc 
brother in Chriſt, Mr. Jos gyn STENNETT, 
who for many years diſpenſed the word of 
life and ſalvation in this place. . 
The removabof ſo valuable a miniſter: yER 
A + Toekvty amongſt whom he had been fo long 
an acceptable and ſucceſsful labourer'i in the 
word and doctrine, and this in the midſt of : 
his maturer years and uſefulnefs, is 2 very 
_ awfuland alarming providence to us all, and 
A to you, Who, by your natural, "or 
A ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual relation to the deceaſed, are more 
nearly concerned in the conſequences.—It calls 
us all to confider, not only our frailty and 
mortality, but alſo the foundation on which 


we build our hopes for another world ;— 


whether we can ſay with the apoſtle, that 
© we know whom we have believed, and are 


* perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 


we have committed to him, againſt that day.” 


| Theperſon the apoſtle here refers to, muſt, I 
think, be the Lozp IESsuS CHRIST; becauſe he 


had mentioned him juſt before, (ver. 10.) as 


having brought life and immortality to light 
* by hisgoſpel.” And indeed this apoſtle, almoſt 


every where, when ſpeaking of faith, or be- 


lieving, as connected with eternal ſalvation, 


refers particularly to CnRISsST. Thus, to one 


who aſked him what he ſhould do to be ſaved? 
his anſwer was, © believe on the Lord Jeſus 


0 Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” (Act xvi. 


31, 32.) And we are told it is © the com- 


mand of God, that we believe on his Son. 
0 John iii. 23.) And that whoſoever be- 
* lieveth on him, ſhall nat periſh, but have 
© everlaſting life ; but that he that believeth nat 


* the Son, ſhall not ſeg life, the wrath of God 


* abideth on him.“ (John iii. 36.) I conclude, 
nee that e the apoſtle, in aur text, 


muſt 


{ 8] 

muſt refer ultimately to God the Father, yet 
more immediately and directly to Chriſt, 
© whom, as mediator and redeemer, all the 
powers of beſtowing eternal life and an 
were conſigned. 

As to WHAT the apoſtle comnITTED * to 
{his divine Nes. I underſtand it of the im- 
mortal 


150 De. Bxxsox underftands the Depofitum here 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine, (See his Paraph. and 
Notes on PA ur s Epiſtles.”) but the reaſons he gives 
appear inconclufive. The deſign of the apoſtle's ar- 
gument evidently is, to perſuade TIMO TH to be, 
faithful, and to ſuggeſt to himſelf comfort and en- 
couragement, in the view of the many dangers and 
ſufferings that threatened him, The argument is 
much ſtronger if we underſtand him as confiding in 
the power and faithfulneſs of Chrift, to SECURE H1s 
SALVATION, | than of Chriſt's pxEsSERVING THE 
GOSPEL DOCTRINE - which he certainly would do, 
whether T1MoTHY was faithful, or the AposTLE 
bore up under his ſufferings, qr not, And Tuo 
mrapet nx we] i is more properly rendered, * that which 
2 I have committed unto him, —_, that which he 
C bath committed untq me; which is more forced 
and unnatural. The word rr is found only 
here in all the N. T. (or, if , with ſome, we read 
augal Tura, only here and ver. 14. and 1 Tim. vi. 20.) 
yet the verb erer I is uſed in ſeveral places to 
denqte committing the foul to God, as Luke xxii. 
46. Acts xiv. 23. ch. xx. 30. 1 Pet. iy. 19. 


| 
| 
| 
1 


1 6 | ; 
mortal intereſt of his ſoul and body, all ths 
concerns of his happineſs for both worlds. 
This ſenſe, undoubtedly, beſt agrees with the 
apoſtle's argument, and fets' it in a much 
ſtronger light, than if with ſome, we under- 
ſtand him as referring to the goſpel, which he 
elſewhere ſpeaks of as © commitred'to his triift? 
and alſo agrees with other paſſages of ſcripture, 
where we read of © comtnitting our ſouls, and 
© preſenting our bodies to God.” (1 Pet. iv. 19. 
Rom. i. 12:Y Taking the words therefore in 


this ſenſe, let us confider them a lithe” more 


N — EL . 11131 
* 


particularly. And 

I. The nature and extent of the apo 8 
confidence; 2 

II. The grounds and — — he had for it. 
and then, 

UI. Make ſome obſervations by wayof i im- 
provement of the ſubject, ſuitable to the 
preſent occaſion. 

I. The nature and extent of this apofite' 

Salidbiice. a ag 
1ſt. He BELIEVED Chiift. That is, be- 


lieved his pretentions and miſſion, as the Sen 


of God, the true Meſſiah, and Saviour of fin- 


ners.—Belie ved, what the ſcriptures declared, 
and what had been revealed in a more par- 


ticular manner to him, concerning the power 
and 


+ 


[3] 

and grace of Chriſt. —He was fully convinced 
that that very Jzsvs, whom he once perſecu- 
ted, was indeed © the Redeemer that was to 
© come out of Zion; and that tho' once cruci- 
© fled, God had raiſed him from the dead, and 
* ſet him at his own right hand, as a Prince 
© and a SAVIOUR, to give repentance and for- 
* giveneſs of fins,” (Acts v. 30, 31.) —Theſe 
things, and every thing elſe concerning the 
perſon, character, and grace of the Lo 
Tssus, came with ſuch evidence of their 
truth and importance, as not only enlightened 
his underſtanding, but ſtruck his conſcience, 
ſunk into his heart, and dwelt there with vital 
power and influence. This led him, 

2dly, To © comm1T himſelf, and all his 
© everlaſting intereſt, into the hands of Chriſt, 
as his only mediator and ſaviour. 

This was a tranſaction of a very ſerious and 
important nature; and implies,—a very ſenſible 
conviction of the danger he apprehended him- 
ſelf to be otherwiſe in that he ſaw himſelf a 
guilty undone creature,—that God was juſt, 
—that Chriſt was ſuch a Saviour as his condi- 
tion required, —that he might ſafely truſt him; 
—and, that being ſolicitous above all things 
for a part in his ſalvation, he did indeed make 
a ſolemn ſurrender of himſelf to him; re- 

nouncing 


48 1 
nouncing from his very heart, not only all ſin, 
and its deluſive pleaſures, but alſo all undue 
confidence in his oW] W RIGHTEOUSNESS, de- 
firing to BE TOUND IN CHRIST, ſubmit to his 
government, and wait for his ſalvation as pro- 
miſed in the goſpel, ERS ADED that he would 
keep what he had committed to him; and this, 
as he expreſſeth it, 

Zzaͤly, AGAINST (or until) THAT Day.” 
The apoſtle. was very ſenfible that he had 
many and*ſevere trials yet to paſs through, 
particularly, the great trial of death, And ex- 
pected to die, not on a bed of refreſhment, 
ſurrounded with his ſympathizing friends, to 
ſooth his dying pains; no, but by the ſword 
of a perſecuting tyrant, in the midſt of the cruel 
ſcoffs and inſults of his enraged enenfies, (chap. 
iv. 6.) But he BELIEVED, and was PERSUA- 
DED that Jesus CHRISH would appear for him, 
ſupport and comfort him in all theſe trials, and 
carry him ſafely through even the laſt great 
conflict. | 
The apoſtle alſo knew and believed that 
there was a future ſtate of exiſtence, another 
world, infinitely more happy or miſerable than 
this; and that there was A DAY, as he calls 
it, when all mankind ſhould, in the moſt ſo- 
lemn manner, be appointed to the happineſs 
or 


. 

or miſery oſ chat world, according to their 
works. Of this doctrine he had ſome 
more general notion and belief before he 
knew Chriſt, but, afterwards, had much 
more clear and affecting apprehenſions of it, 
and ſaw his own concern in it, in a much 
ſtronger and more alarming light; it being 
one eminent part of the deſign of this laſt diſ- 
penſation of the goſpel to impreſs the hearts 
of men more deeply with the great hereafter. 
This awful period the apoſtle, doubtleſs, means 
by the words THAT DAY in our text, as 
appears. from v. 18. of this chapter, and from 
chap. iv. 8. where he makes uſe of the ſame 
form of expreſſion. But even to THIS DAY, 
when the juſtice and power of almighty God, 
and the majeſty of his government ſhall be 
diſplayed to all the world, with the moſt 
aſtoniſhing glory, when Jeſus ſhall © be re- 
© vealed from heaven in flaming fire; burn 
© up the earth, and all that is therein; judge 
© the world in righteouſneſs,” diſcover the real 
charaQers of all men, and pronounce upon 
them a ſentence that ſhall exalt them to ut a+ 
VEN, or caſt them down to nELI To this 
great and terrible pay of the Lord, and of 
© the perdition of ungodly men,” the apoſtle 
could look forward with undiſmayed hope, and 

even 


10 

even the moſt delightful aſſurance, that he 
ſhould be preſerved in this fiery trial, and 
finally triumph over all the powers of deftruc- 
tion; that his very body ſhould be © redeemed 
from the power of the grave; his mortality 

put on immortality, and death be —— 

up of life.” 
"Thus you fee the truſt, which the apoſtle 
had committed to Chriſt, was of a very com- 
prehenſive and intereſting nature; including 
the pardon of all his fins, and deliverance 
from their power; his preſervation through all 
the dangers and ſufferings of time; his accep- 
tance in the day of final judgment, and his 
poſſeſſion of an happineſs that ſhould reach 
through the endleſs ages of eternity. 80 
mightily had the goſpel of Chriſt ns, 
gs; and elevated his ſoul ! 


II. ö am to conſider the grounds and rea- 
ſons of this confidence. 
Many particulars might be mentioned, but 
I ſhall confine myſelf to what may be com- 
prehended under the two following, as * 
geſted in our text, viz. 8 

iſt, The perſonal character and qualifica- 
tions of Chriſt for this work of ſalvation, — able 
to keep. 

2dly, The 


171 | 
[ -2dly;' The clear knowledge the apoſtle bad 
of cheſe . I know hc ar I haye 2 
lieved. | 206! | 
- It, The perſonal üer and | qualifica- 
tions of Chriſt for this work of ſalvation, 
able to keep! Here, 1 apprehend, the 
apatite had in his eye particularly, 
(iſt.) The © t e andproper deity of Chriſt.” 
For thorgh he muſt be ſuppoſed'to refer more 
immediately to the Redeemer's ſubordinate' 
character, yet not excluſively of his eternal 
power and godhead, which is the founda- 
tion of it; and what gives infinite dignity to 
his perſon, infinite worth to his blood, and 
ſpreads à glorious efficacy through the whole 


of his redeeming work. — accordingly, 


this apoſtle ſtiles him not only God, bur © over 
© all Dow bleſſed for. ever, (Rom. is. 5.) who 
was not only in © the form of Gop, but 
q thought i it no robbery to be equal with 805. * 
(Phil. ii. 6.) Modes of expreſſion that natu- 
rally lead us to conceive of Cyr1s7, as having 
fuch communion with the 'FaTrER, in the 
ONE ONLY SUPREMELY DIVINE NATURE, 
as to be HIMSELF truly and properly Gop, 
equal with the FATHER in GODHEAD. For, 

ſurely, ſo wiſe and good a man as this apoſtle 
was, and one under the ſpecial influence of 
| B the 
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| Lz ] | 
the divine ſpirit, would never have attempted 
ſo groſly to impoſe on the underſtandings of 
his fellow-chriſtians, and ſo hazarded their 
faith, as to deſcribe the excellencies of a 
„uERE creature, or ANY being not properly 


c Gop,' in language fo nearly approaching to 
blaſphemy, to ſay the leaſt, as in that caſe 


he has moſt certainly done. 


I cannot help concluding, therefore, that 
when the apoſtle expreſſes his confidence in 


the ability of Chriſt to ſave him, ſo ſtrongly 


as he does in our text, he had his eye up- 


on his true and proper DrI Tv. Ie knew 


that © his Redeemer was, indeed, the Lord of 
* Hoſt, the Almighty Go p.“ Perſuaded of 
this, he might very well look forward, even 
to the ſolemn hour of death and judgment, 
and rejoice in the proſpe& of certain ſalva- 
tion, in the face of all the awful ruin that 
ſhould then be poured. out upon a ſinful 
world. 

(za dly.) The apoſtle doubtleſs had a particu- 
lar reſpect here to the atoning ſacrifice, or 
perfect obedience, ſufferings, and death of 
Chriſt, as another principal ground of this con- 
fidence. 

Go 1s just; and in all the diſcoveries he 
has made of himſelf and his mercy to men, he 
ih has 


is - BK | 
has ſhewn a very particular regard to this part 
of his adorable character. Accordingly, when 
he declares himſelf a Saviour, he reminds 
us that he is a jusT God alſo, (Ifa. xlv. 24.) 
And, indeed, even our own conſciences h 
tell us we are ſinners, tell us that the ſincbreſt 
repentance and obedience of ſuch creatures, 
can never anſwer to the divine law and juſtice, 
or really atone for any one of the leaſt of our 
numberleſs offences ; much leſs procure us a 
title to the great the glorious rewards of eter- 
nal life: No; the dignity of the divine go- 
vernment requires ſomething infinitely more 
adequate, and ſatisfactory than this; and, to 
our unſpeakable conſolation, we may behold 
it in Chriſt, © who is ſet forth to he a propi- 
* tiation for our fins, (Rom. ili. 25.)—To point 
out the infinite importance and efficacy of 
this new and living way? of peace and hope 
to the afflited conſcience, and encourage the 
humble finner's return to God, is one princi- 
pal deſign of this apoſtle's preaching and wri- 
tings. I determined, ſays he to the Corin- 
thians, © not to know any thing amongſt you 
* fave Ixsus CHRIST, and him crucified,” 
(1 Cor. ii. 2.)—He declares *© all the world is 
* become guilty before God; and that without 
* ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion: but 
B 2 " © that 


[14 ] 

that we have redemption through the blood 
* of Chriſt even the forgiveneſs of fins that 
© that blood purges the conſcience from dead 
works; and gives us boldnieſs to enter into 
© the preſence of an no& Gop, and ſerve 
1 him without fear.” (Rom. in. 19. Epheſ. i. 

. Heb. ix. 13.—26. chap. x. 14.—22.) He 
K alſo, that Chriſt became obedient even 
to the death of the croſs that by chis one 
© obedience, there compleated, many are made 
© righteous, and juſtified from all things freely 
© by grace, thro faith, (Phil. ii. 8. Rom. ut; 
* chap. v. 1.—9. Acts xii. 39.))))) 

The righteous Lord loves righteouſneſs, 
and declares himſelf infinitely © well pleaſed 
© with this of his beloved Son.” By this the 
majeſty of the divine government is maintain- 
ed, in all its awful glories, while the penitent 
© believer is freely forgiven, and made an heir 
of eternal life. And, that we might not con- 
found our own obedience with that of Chriſt 
in this caſe, the apoſtle obſerves, (1 Cor. i. 30.) 
that Chriſt is made unto us not only 'sancT1- 
FICATION, Which includes the former; but 
RIGHTEOUSNESS alſo, which muſt refer to the 
latter; or to the divine virtue and efficacy of 
the Redcemer's obedience, finiſhed by his deaen 
».-4 « ay ch p74 4 1:44 8 upon 
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[15] 
upon the croſs, as the grand medium of out. 
ns and acceptance with God. 4 

And as the apoſtle: had ſaid ſo much of this 
to others, and declared that he defired above 
all things to © know Chriſt, and be found in 
him, (Phil. iii. 9.) we may be ſure he 
could not overlook it in that aſſurance of ſal- 
vation he expreſſes in our text. And this, in- 
deed, is the corner ſtone of every truly en- 
lightened ſinner's hope, the main ſtay of his 
ſoul, in the view of his own ſinfulneſs and 
the majeſty of his offended God. For where, 
in ſuch an alarming ſituation, can he look for 
an atonement anſwerable to his guilt, a righte- 
ouſneſs anſwerable to his hopes, but in the 
ALSUFFICIENT and infinitely precious BLOOD 
and RIGHTEOUSNESS Of«the GLORIOUS Rx- 

DEEMER ? | 

(3dly.) The wispom and PoOWEROf CHRIST 
afford a farther flluſtration of his a811.1TY to 
anſwer the important truſt the apoſtle repoſed 
in him. \ | 

The moſt conſummate w1ispom muſt be 
neceflary in one who undertakes ſo great a 
work as that of the eternal ſalvation of ſinners, 
in oppolition to which all the ſubtlety of wick- 
ed men and devils is engaged. Accordingly. 
we find that in Chriſt © are hidden all the 

© treaſures 


[16] 
ett of wiſdom and knowledge, (Cok 
iii. 3.) even the wiſdom of God' in all its 
fulneſs, He is able to comprehend all the 
powers of univerſal nature: hell and deftruc- 
tion lie open before him: he penetrates into 
the deepeſt counſels of the powers of darkneſs: 
ſees, before hand, all that they deſign to do, 


5 n knows how to prevent them. 


And he is as POWERFUL as wiſe, for he 
is declared to be Al MI HT; (Rev. i. 8.) © all 
© things were made by HIM, and in him all 
things ſubfiſt. (Col. i, 17.) Even as © man, 
* all-power and judgment is committed to him, 
© both in heaven and in earth; for, tho' once 
dead, he is alive, and lives for evermore, 
© and has the keys of hell, and of death.” (Mat. 
 uxviti. 18. John v. 22. Rev. i. 18.)—Extends 

the exerciſe of his power, not only through all 
theſe viſible and periſhable worlds, but through 
all the boundleſs regians of immertality; Hub- fub- 
dues all things to himſelf, and gives eternal 
life to whomſoever he Aer 3 v. 25. 
chap. Wii. 2.) 

The world into which our never dying ſp 
Tits enter, when they quit theſe mortal bodies, 
though in ſome degree known, is ſtill greatly 
unknown to us; a cloud of awful darknefs 
deeply yells it. from every mortal 2 | 

ere- 


„ 
therefore - what will become of theſs. fpirite, 
Where; and in what manner*they will exiſt in 
that world, is matter of very affecting concern 
to a ſerious mind, at all times, but eſpecially 
in the nearer and more realizing views of the 
amazing change, —In this alarming hour, what 
unutterable conſolation muſt it be to believe, 
and be perſuaded, that that veRy Lord Ja» 
es, to whom we have moſt ſolemnly com- 
mitted theſe ſpirits, and all their everlaſting 
intereſt, lives in that awful. and unknown 
world; exerciſes fjz redeeming power there, 
and is able to ſave even the weakeſt of us to 
the uttermoſt, tho all the powers of deſtruc» 
non ſhould unite againſt us! This is the per- 
ſuaſton to which the golpel leads every true 
chriſtian ; this was the animating canfolation 


te apoſtte enjoyed 


(Achly.) In Chriſt are to be found alſo FO 
higheſt perfection of LOVE and. FAITHEFUL= 


N E88. f 
The condition of . is miſerable; 2 


requires a Saviour of the greateſt tenderneſs, 
and moſt extenfive benevolence ! Such is Jesus: 
He is at * high prieſt, that can be touched 
wich our infirmities ; and hath compaſſion on 
* thoſe who are out of the way.” (Heb. iv. 15. 
okay, v. 2.) His whole life upon earth exhi- 
bited 


£ 
1 18 * : 
bed 3 a character of the moſt perfect bene v 
lence. He went about always doing good. 
Kindneſs to man ran through all he ſaid and 
all he did. Not a diſtreſſed creature could 
meet him, but he felt for him; or ever appli- 
ed to him in ſincerity and faith, but he ad- 
miniſtered to his relief. Divine love to a world 
of miſerable finners, not only brought him 
from the boſom of his Father to become in- 
carnate; but alſo led him to ſuffer poverty, 
diſgrace, and a thouſand miſeries, and at laſt 
to die upon a croſs, under circumſtances of 
peculiar diſtreſs, and even there to pity and 
pray for his murderers. And now, amidſt all 
the honours and felicities of his Father's right 
hand, he poſſeſſes the ſame divine compaſſion; | 
appears as an advocate with the Father, 
© and makes interceſſion for tranſgreflors ;— 
has given us his holy word, and promiſes, and 
ſends his holy ſpirit, to -carry on the great 
work of ſaving finners; and, by the public 
miniſtrations of it, Ne them to be re- 
© conciled,” in the moſt gracious and com- 
paſſionate manner. | 

And he is as FAITHFUL as BENEVOLENT. 
He has not only left us many great and pre- 
cious-promiſes, but has ſealed them with his 
Hood; and given the ſtrongeſt affurances, 
every 
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every way poſſible, that he will ſee to their full 
accompliſhment; ſo that none that truſt in him 
ſhall ever be aſhamed: for he is the faith- 
ful and true witneſs; THE TRUTH ; the ſame 
© yeſterday, to day, and for ever. (Rev. i. 5. 
John xiv. 6. Heb. xii. 8.) In a word, ſuch 
is his LOVE and FIDELITY, fo great, fo con- 
ſtant, that neither principalities nor powers, 
© nor life, nor death, nor things preſent, nor 
© things to come, can poſſibly ſeparate” the 
humble obedient believer from him. (Rom. 
viii. 38.) What abundant reaſon here for the 
apoftle's confidence in CHRIST? But, 

2dly. The apoſtle had the fulleſt knowledge 
of all this. I KNOW, ſays he, wHom I nave 
BELIEVED,— 3 s.7 
is faith was not a blind impulſe, a mere 
implicit belief of he knew not what, nor why ; 
but a rational act of the mind, tho' under a 
divine influence; the effect of an underſtand- 
ing duly enlightened by the gracious word and 
ſpirit of Go p, and led into a juſt acquaintance 
with the Redeemer's character. He knew 
© whom he believed;'—knew him in ſome de- 
gree from what he had read of him in the 
fcriptures; and farthet ſtill from that extraor- 
dinary revelation he had of him at his firſt 
converſion, and afterwards at Jeruſalem ; (Acts. 
FOR bs NXil. 
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Kxii. 8.—17.) and particularly knew his AB1+ 
LITY.TO SAVE, by that happy EXPERIENCE 


' which is common to all chriſtians, though in» 


dulged to the apoſtle more abundantly ;—knew 
it hecauſe he found the work of ſalvation ac- 
wally begun in him by the grace of the Lord 
Jeſus, —He had been convinced that, notwith- 
ſtanding all his phariſaical righteouſneſs, and 
the mighty hopes he had built upon it, he was 
a miſerable. ſinner. I was alive, ſays he, 
* without the law once; but when the com- 
* mandment came, fin revived, and I died. 
(Rom. vii. 9, 10.) And ſo deep was this con- 
viction, that he ſtiles himſelf the chief of 
* ſinners; a blaſphemer, perſecutor, injurious; 
(1 Tim. i. 13.) than which it is ſcarcely poſſible 
to ſay any thing worſe of any man. In this 
miſerable hopeleſs condition he is led to Chriſt 
— the light of the glory of God ſhines into his 

: heart; ; his moſt inveterate prejudices are 
immediately ſubdued, and his Whole ſoul 
brought over to the obedience of the goſpel, 
He finds the virtue of the Redeemer's precious 
blood ſpeaking the © peace of God, which 
* paſſeth all underſtanding, to his conſcience ; 
—* the love of Chriſt conſtrains him' to the 
_ of God and goodneſs; the vital energy 
{ of his ſpi pirit makes him free from the 1 8 
0 in 
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5 fig and death, and enables him to Walk in 
newnels of life. And as the ſum. of all this, 
he expreſly declares, that though * he lives, it 
© is not he himſelf, but Chriſt that liveth in him; 
f and that the life he lives is by the faith of 
* the Son of God.“ (Gal. ii. 20.) 

The apoſtle had alſo glorious evidence of 
the ſaving power of Chriſt, from what he 
knew of the many great and benevolent mi- 
racles he wrought, while converſant in our 
world ;—how he commanded the winds and 
the ſeas into obedience to his will; healed the 
fick, reſtored ſight to the blind, and even 
raiſed the dead to life, by a word's ſpeaking. 
—And though he died upon a croſs, it was 
not for want Ke wer to ſave his life, but 
that he might: © do 9 whole will of God; 
and — Li was raiſed from the dead and 
f declared the Son of God with power,” (Rom, 
i. 4.) Add ta all this, that the apoſtle ſaw 
many great and wonderful things done by the 
f name of Chriſt, and by the power of his 
ſpirit; particularly in the amazing ſucceſs of 
his —— I, the ſum and ſubſtance of which 
* was C riſt crucified, the wiſdom of God, and 
* the power of God.“ (1 Cor. i. 24.)—By this 
yery. means he ſaw thouſands of ſtupid, wick- 
ed, miſerable creatures, turned from darkneſs 
bn C2 | ta 
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to * light, and from the power of Satan untò 
© God; and even the dead in treſpaſſes and 
* fins, quickened together with Chriſt.” In a 
word, he ſaw the © deſpiſed Jeſus,” daily tri- 
umphing over the moſt inveterate prejudices 
of his enemies, and every kind of oppoſition, 
that the wickedneſs of men, or the malice of 
_ devils, could poſſibly form againſt him. | 

The apoſtle, therefore, having thus learn- 
© ed Chriſt, thus felt his ſaving grace, and 
ſeen ſuch glorious diſplays of his alſufficiency, 
amongſt both Jews and Gentiles, had certain- 
ly the higheſt reaſon in the world, for all that, 
aſſured confidence he expreſſes in our text. 


IT. The improvement. 

1ſt, What divine excellency is there in the 
goſpel of Chriſt ! It is indeed a word worthy 
of all acceptation ; of our higheſt belief, con- 
fidence, and love. There the © divine good- 
© neſs is made to paſs before us, and we heat 
the voice of the offended Majeſty of heaven, 
ſpeaking pardon, peace, and good-will to- 
wards man. There creatures otherwiſe doom- 
ed * to eternal death,” are invited in the moſt 
gracious manner to ſhare in the unutterable 
bleſſings of eternal life? for there we ſee 
J rss, the Son of God, dying for the offences, 


© and 


oe 
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* and faiſed again for the juſtification" of all 
who truly believe in him ;—ſee him, as wI = 
LING as ABLE © to ſave unto the uttermoſt all 
© that come unto God by him.” (Heb. vii. 1.) 

Through this goſpel living in its governing 
power in the heart, the penitent believer is 


enabled to meet the king of terrors with juſt 


compoſure, and even welcome his cold em- 
brace with delight; can look forward, to the 
tribunal of Gord THE JUDGE OF ALL, and the 
awful worlds of ETERNITY, with the aſſured 
perſuaſion that even there all ſhall be SAE 
and WELL, all joy and GLORY! And is it 
not ſurpriſing, that a ſyſtem of religion and 
happineſs, ſo worthy of the infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God, and ſo arrartenTLY 
conducive to the dignity and felicity of the hu- 
man nature, ſhould be ſo ſhamefully ſlighted 
and abuſed as it is, by numbers of miſerable 
creatures periſhing for ever for the want oK. 
its grace 

2dly. Let the doubting chriſtian e 
he has the ſame general grounds for his fan 
and hope as the apoſtle had. 

The ſacred virtues of the precious blood wy 
obedience of-Chriſt are the ſame now as ever; 
The ſame his eternal godhead, his wiſdom and 
power, his truth and faithfulneſs, and every | 
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branch of his redeeming charaRer.—Tt: is as 
true as ever, that © whoſoever believeth on 
* him; ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. Whoſoever will may come and take of 
the waters of life freely; nor will he reject, 


by any means, even the moſt unworthy of 


thoſe who penitently apply to him for ſalva- 


Tion. 


Are there any of you then, my friends, who 
do, indeed, ſee yourſelves miſerable ſinners; 
and earneſtly deſire ſuch a Saviour as Jeſus 
Chriſt is ?—Defire to be ſaved from the yowerr 
as well as the GILT of your fins? And do 
you look forward: to the hour of death, and 
the ſtill more awful judgment that muſt follow, 
nh diſtreſs and terror, and ſhrink at the 
thought of entering into the inviſible and eter- 
nal world ?—What would you wiſh to do in 
this caſe?—Would you ſhut your eyes againſt 
the light that convinces you of theſe truths ? 
Or, admitting them, would you give up all 
hope, and fink into deſpair? Or would you 
commit yourſelves to Chriſt, and the mercy of 
God in him, and truſt there, in humble en- 
deavours to know and do his will. One of 
theſe it muſt be. The two foymer are equally 
ruinous, if perſiſted in. The latter is your 
only hope, and why then not make uſe of it? 


What 


: 
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What forbids you ? Not the word of God; for 
that calls, commands, entreats you to take this 
method. You canNnoT doubt the aB1LITY 
of CurisT; you OVGHT Nor to doubt his 
gracious WILLINGNESS to accept and anſwer 
the important truſt ; for the ſame word of God 
that informs you of his power, informs you of 
his willingneſs alſo, —his willingneſs to ſave 
even the chief of ſinners, returning to him 
by fincere repentance. 

Give way then no longer to any of theſe 
ne. and deſponding thoughts that are 
ſo apt to prefs in upon you. Look to Jeſus; 
confider, with attention, his alſufficiency—the 
fulneſs of his atonement, to anſwer for all your 
fins; the perfection of his righteouſneſs, to an- 
ſwer for all your unworthineſs, and render 
your obedience acceptable,—Set his ſtrength 
againſt your weakneſs; His wiſdom againft 
your folly ; his love and faithfulgeſs, againſt 
all the falſe reaſonings of the evil heart of un- 
belief. In a word, commit yourſelves to this 
Saviour, and to God through him, and reſt 
the matter there. He will certainly keep what 
you commit to him, and ſave you from all the 
evils that diſtreſs and affright your ſouls, from 
all the tremendous deſolation of * that great 

| 6 day 
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t day, when the wicked ſhall be caſt into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God. 

3dly. What a fearful proſpect have the 
ſtupid impenitent neglectors of Chriſt and his 
ſalvation before them! 

There is a day approaching, and will as 
ſurely come, as the preſent day is come, when 
the wrath of an offended God ſhall be re- 
* vealed from heaven againſt the unrighteouſ- 

* neſs of men; when, all that go on wilfully 
in their treſpaſſes, however hardened and in- 
ſenſible now, will afluredly find, that it is in- 
deed a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God, reſolved to puniſh them for 
that obſtinate defiance of his juſtice, and con- 
tempt of his mercy, they have been guilty of. 
Ibis is the proſpe& ſuch tranſgreſſors have 
before them, whenever they look forward 
with, due attention, And is it not a moſt 
awful and tremendous proſpect ? 

And is this the caſe of any of you here? Do 
vou thus live in rebellion againſt God, and 
thus {light and negle& the hleſſings of his goſ- 
pel ?—You will not pretend to ſay that you are 
not ſinners, and that you can ſtand before the 
tribunal of the Lord your God in your own 
innocence, and plead not guilty. For, how- 
ever, through the grace of God, you 7 

ave 
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Have eſcapgd the groſſer and more ſcandalous 

vices of the world, you cannot ſay you have 
never done amiſs; nevet offended againſt law 
nor goſpel. -You'MusT, therefore, and I am 
perſuaded you WILL, acknowledge yourſelves 
finners. © But have you felt any real concern 
about the matter? Or, rather, have you not 
treated it as a very light thing, ſcarcely wor- 
thy of your attention? And though you have 
heard of Jesvs CnR1sT, as the one only 
Saviour and how he humbled- himſelf, even 
to the death of the croſs, that he might redeem 
ſinful creatures from their fin and miſery ; 
though you have been called upon, again and 
again, to repent and believe in this Saviour; 

and to commit your ſouls and all their impor- 
tant intereſt into his hands; called upon' by 
the moſt affecting motives drawn from the 
terrors and mercies of Gop; yet have you 
paid any ſerious regard to theſe things? Or, 
rather, do you not ſtill go on in the ſame 
ſtupid negle& of all; neither fearing his wrath, 

nor ſeeking his mercy, as you ought ?—If ſo, 
may you bethink yourſelves ſeriouſly of the 

conſequences; * ſeek the Lord, while there is 
© room to hope he may be found, and call 


© upon him while he is nigh.” 


D Achly, What 


\ 
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Athly. What unſpeakable conſolation muſt 
it be to have ſuch views of Chriſt, and of our 
intereſt in him, as the apoſtle had, and many 
true chriſtians have, in oi hour of death, and 
the near proſpects of eternity ! ! 

How happy muſt it be, in the laſt flemn 
ſcene of life, when we feel our bodies dying, 
and every mortal comfort and ſupport, on 
which we are ſo apt to lean, ſinking under us, 
to find our ſouls, indeed, united to him who is 
© the reſurrection and the life; perſuaded that 
he can, and will, ſave us, and bring us to the 
full poſſeſſion of eternal bleſſedneſs! 
Methinks I ſee the ſincere chriſtian in theſe 
awful circumſtances—his kind friends weeping 
around him, at the fad proſpect of TREIX 
Loss; but he himſelf rejoicing (though not 
without juſt concern for them) in the proſpect 
of ulis own infinite 6 a1n—knowing that © to 
be abſent from the body is to be preſent 
with the Lord.'—He ſees, by faith, the im- 
mottal heavens open to his view, and beholds 
© the crown of life, the kingdom that cannot 
© be moved, in all their inviting glories, as 
his ſure and everlaſting portion; in compariſon 
of which, if compariſon were poſſible, this earth 
and all its riches, and honours, and ſweeteſt 
enjoyments, arc leſs than nothing and vanity ! 

| —And 
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Ve! believes that as ſoon as the hand. of 
death hath cloſed his « eyes in mortal darkneſs, 
he ſhall find himſelf in the light of another 
world, and amidſt the joys of cs 
Such conſolations as theſe, many an humble 
chriſtian has experienced in the dying hour,— 


With ſuch conſolations our dear departed friend, 


whoſe death occafioned this ſolemn meeting, 


wie 


was, indulged, in ſome good degree, in his laſt 


moments. | 

He told me, a few weeks before he died; 
chat though he could not then boaſt of the 
<« high raptures ſome did, in ſich circumſtances, 
« yet he felt an intire reſignation to the divine 
te will, and a ſolid; compoſure and ſatisfaction 
ce of mind in the proſpe& before him.“ But 
as his end drew nearer, his comforts encreaſed ; 
and as I believe it will give vou pleaſure, 
who uſed. to attend his miniſtry in this place, 
to hear how his ſoul was ſupported, while he 
* walked n the valley of the ſhadow of 
© death,” by that goſpel he preached amongſt 
you, I will take the liberty of relating a few 
paſſages. communicated to me in a letter from 
my reverend and worthy friend; Dr. SAMUEL 
STENNET of LonDoN, who attended his dy- 
ing brother. 


-——_— * His 
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© His dread of death, ſays the doctor, was 
* ſubdued, and his converſation quite calm, 
* and I may ſay cheerful. The day on which 
© he died, he was, according to his with, car- 
tried into the garden. The air ſeemed to re- 
vive him; and having remarked as he paſſed 
© along, © that it was a garden the Lord had 
ec blefled,” he added, © there is a fairer one 
e above.” After he was, at his requeſt, brought 
in again, he talked with great tenderneſs and 
* compoſure. And feeing his neareſt and dear- 
© eſt relative greatly diſtreſſed, and endeavour- 
ing to conceal her emotion, he was much 
affected, and faid—* ah! where is thy faith, 
ce after all the precious experience thou haſt 
© had? —exhorting another dear and much 
afflicted relative to be © ſtrong in faith.” 
Upon my aſking how it was with him? he 
© replied, © my dear brother, I would have 
te the will of God be done; intimating, at 
© the ſame time, that he felt ſtrong emotions 
of humanity, ſurrounded, as he was, with 
relations he ſo dearly loved; and obſerved, 
© that there © was abundance of goodneſs in 
ce the goſpel, and that that would carry him 
ce through all.” Being aſked again how it was 
with him? he replied, © ALL IS WELL.“ 
y And, a litle-before he expired, being aſked, 


cc whether 
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« whether the Lord was his ſupport,” he re- 
' © plied, yes; and without a ſtruggle, I think, 
J may ſay without a groan, he gently fell 
into the arms of IEsus.“ 
Thus died our reverend and mib | 
friend Mr. JosgpRH STENNETT, the worthy 
paſtor of this church. He was deſcended 
from anceſtors very reſpectable for their rank 
in life, and eminently diſtinguiſhed for their 
chriſtian piety and virtue. His father and 
grand-father were juſtly reverenced for their 
literary accompliſhments, and their many im- 
portant ſervices in the chriſtian miniſtry. He 
himſelf was © a workman that needed not to 
© be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 
© truth.” His miniſterial ſervices in this place 
were crowned with very remarkable ſucceſs, 
in the converſion and ediſication of many, and 
to the great ſupport and credit of the intereſt 
of religion. He had a very great regard for 
your happineſs, who were the flock of his care; 
and expreſſed, juſt before he died, the ſtrongeſt 
affection for you, longing to be with you. And, 
I truſt, there are very few of you, but muſt, 
ſay, that you have reaſon to bleſs God for his 
being ſent amongſt you. 
He was a man of real religion. His heart 
felt, and his life exemplified, the gracious doc- 
trines 
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trines he preached. In his domeſtic and ſo- 
cial capacity, he was, indeed, a moſt affec- 
tionate huſband, father, brother, and a kind 
and faithful friend; and of great candour and 
moderation towards thoſe who, differed from 
him in the diſputable points of religion. 

The bad ſtate of health he had long labour- 
a under, and which at laſt was very trying 
= and painful *, and attended with many pecu- 
larly afflicting circumſtances, he bore with 
5 much chriſtian patience and fortitude; waiting 
in comfortable and delightful hope, yet intire 
reſignation to the divine will, for the hour of 
his releaſe, which he met at laſt, with ſuch 
happy compoſure and ſweet aſſurance of eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs, as ſtrongly evinced the truth 
of the goſpel, and the power of it in his heart. 
Oh! that we may live under the ſame divine 
influence, and meet death with the like forti- 
tude and comfort! 

5thly. Seeing the conſolations of the goſpel | 
are ſo many and, great, and fo available in 
DEATH; let us not overlook them in the trials 
of LIE. We ſhall often find many occaſions 
for them; particularly, when the ſtrong irre- 
hſtible hand of death tears from us the deareſt 
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and moſt important of our earthly comforts: 
in ſuch trials, we ſhall find nothing fo effectual 
to ſupport our afflicted hearts, as the goſpel 
of Chriſt —There we are taught to look: upon 
our ſharpeſt ſorrows as fome of our greateſt 
mercies, and the neceſſary means of promoting 
our beſt intereſt, © working for us a far more 
© exceeding and eternal weight of glory; and, 
particularly, to conſider our departed. friends 
as gone before us to inherit the promiſes, 

To theſe conſolations you, my dear friends, 
who. are more nearly concerned in the caſe 
we all ſo juſtly lament, are now called to apply. 
You have LosT, indeed, a very dear and va- 
luable relative, but he has 6 AINED an immor- 
tal crown. —The earthly huſband, father, bro- 
ther, friend; is dead; but your heavenly Fa- 
ther, your elder brother, your Redeemer, the 
© friend that ſticketh cloſer than a brother,” 
ſtill live.—Death has diſſolved the bonds of 
that merely temporal union that held your af- 
fectionate hearts to the departed ſpirit; but the 
bonds that hold your precious immortal ſouls 
to your Saviour, and your God, are ſtronger 
than death, and ſhall hold fan and indiſſoluble 
f for- ever. 7 

You may, you ought t to grieve ; Jusos, even 


* finleſs Jesus wept, but there ſhould be 
| bounds 
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bounds to your ſorrows ; nor ſhould the con- 
* ſolations of God he ſmall in your account. 
Do not, therefore, dwell on the melancholly 
fide of this providence only ; but look upwards 
to the brighter worlds, where Jxsus reigns, 
amidſt the © innumerable company of angels, 
and the ſpirits. of juſt men made perfect, 


and bchold there the ſpirit of your dear rela- 


tive, for ever out of the reach of all fin, and 
all ſorrow; bleſt with ſpotleſs holineſs, the 
moſt delightful nearneſs to Gop, and the moſt 
abundant enjoyment of his love ;—and, re- 
member, it cannot be long e'er youg who are 
treading the ſame paths of righteouſneſs, will 


| fee him again, dwell where he dwells, and 


ſhare with him in the ſame felicity and glory ! 
Comfort yourſelves, and one another with 
theſe tings | | 
As to you, my worthy chriſtian friends, who, 
as members of this ſociety, ſtood in a very dear 
and important ſpiritual relation to our deceaſed 
brother, I need not tell you that you have loſt 
a-very valuable friend, a faithful paſtor, a 
fincere lover of your fouls; you kN OW it, and 
I am perſuaded you FEEL it, with real grief. 
He uſed to bring you the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation, and ſpeak divine inſtruction and peace 


to your hearts.—But, alas! you will hear his. 
delight- 
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delightful voice no more. . Be thankful you have 
heard it ſo long. And conſider ſeriouſly whoſe 
voice it is you now hear in this awful provi- 
dence, even that of the Loxp Your Gop !— 
Hz now calls upon you * to humble yourſelves 
under his mighty hand; to think wherefore 
| © he contends with you;—not to forſake the 
* aſſembling of yourſelves together; to be 
much in prayer, encouraging and exhorting 
© one another to let that brotherly love con- 
© tinue,” for which you have been ſo well 
ſpoken of in the churches ;—and that you rake 
the advantage. of that tenderneſs of heart, - 
which, from your common concern in this diſ- 
treſſing event, you muſt feel, and cleave till 
faſter to one another and to your God. 

Serious and truly evangelical miniſters are 
not eafily to he met with; nor is it every one, 
even of that character, that is capable of pro- 
perly ſucceeding our deceaſed brother ; and 
the country in which you are fituated will prove, 
I fear, not a little diſcouraging; but the dili- 
gent cultivation of brotherly love and peace, 
and the true ſpirit and power of godlinets, will 
go a great way towards ov erbalancing the in- 
conveniencies of your ſituation, and afford very 
powerful inducements for a ſerious miniſter to 
tettle with you; as the want of theſe things 


- will 
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vill certainly be the greateſt of all diſcourage - 
ments. But, while you look back with ſorrow 
for your great loſs, and look forward with 
fear, upon the difficulties before you, do not 
_ deſpair;—your great Shepherd ſtill lives and 
* cates for you,” and has ſaid he will never 
* leave you nor forſake you.” Look up to him 
and plead his gracious promiſes; he is certain- 
ly ABLE to provide for you, and in that way 
you have reaſon to hope he witr, by giv- 
ing you a paſtor after his on heart,” 

Laſtly, to you, my friends, who are the 
uſual attendants on the means of grace in this 
place, let me drop a word of exhortation, as 
2 farther improvement of the providence that 
occaſioned this diſcourſe. 

If, notwithſtanding you have ſo nag ſat un- 
der the lively and powerful miniſtry you are 
now deprived of, you are ftill © hearers of the 

word only; ſtill unconcerned about another 
world, tho* walking after the courfe of this. 
If this be your allowed temper and conduct, 
think, I entreat you, what the conſequence 
muſt be ſhould you die in this condition! That 
is a very ſerious, and alarming, diſtinction 
which the apoſtle has made in the effect of 
the goſpel; (2\ 'Cor. ii. 16.) where he repre» 
ſents it, as either © a ſavour of life unto life, 
; * Op 
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or of death unto death.“ You have had this 
goſpel faithfully preached to you; but if you 
ſhould, notwithſtanding, die in your fins, all will 
be a © favour of death unto death* unto you. 
Lou will find a ſpring of heart-rending re- 
flection, in every conviction you have ſtifled, 

every remonſtrance of conſcience you have re- 
ſiſted, every inſtruction, warning, invitation 
impreſſed on your memory. And is not this 
a very ſerious and alarming thought! Will ie 
not be a terrible thing, to hear that faithful 
ſervant of God, who has ſo often © beſoughe 
© you in Chrift's ſtead tq be reconciled to God, 
witneſſing againſt you at the dread tribunal of 
the Judge of all the earth !—Witneſfing, that 
© he called, but you refuſed; he ſtretehed out 
© his hand, but you would not regard! Do 
you think, inſenſible and ſtupid as your con- 
ſciences have hitherto been, and may even now 
be, that you ſhall be able to ſtand ſuch an in- 
terview with your miniſter! Iam ſure you will 
not. Oh! that this warning may be the means 
of awakening you to a better ſenſe of things, 
and that you may indeed now think in earneft 

6 what you ſhall do to be ſaved!” 

But there are fome of you, I truſt, who are 
already brought to a Juſt ſenſe of your danger 


as ſinners ; know fomething of the excellency 
of 
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c chat, and earnefily defire to know mere 
of him. Go on in ſearch of this knowledge, 


hear in this place, encouraging you in this en- 


N chin Meat, ALL 18 WELL! Amen, 


ot 


and you ſhall find it. The voice you uſed to 


quiry, you will hear, indeed, no more; but your | 
heavenly Father yet ſpeaks to you in the lan- | 
guage of mercy; and promiſes you ſhall not 


. ſeek his face in vain :—all his bleſſed book lies 


open to you, and, in a thouſand gracious words 
there, he bids you hope in him, and wait for 


his ſalvation ;—take the comfort of theſe con- 


e | | 
To conclude, as the great aw Gop 3 
by this affecting providence, call upon us all 
to think ſeriouſly of another world, and 
what is like to be our portion there, may 
we, indeed, all hear the awful admonition, and 
make conſcience of acting agreeably to it !— 


* 
May we ELI the Lozp Jxsus, and cou- | 
ur our ſouls td him in well doing, truſting 
in his faithful promiſes to KEEP the precious: 1 

| depofit * againſt THAT DAY, when he ſhall I 


figiſh the glorious: work of r&demption ; that, 
with our deceaſed brother, we may be able to. 
ſay in the near views of eternity, and with our 


